
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E433March 21, 2002
Mr. Speaker, please join me and the many

friends, family and colleagues of P.J. Corr in
commending P.J. Corr for his lifetime of serv-
ice to this nation, his community and his fam-
ily. We look forward to his continued leader-
ship and inspiration in the years to come and
we wish him continued happiness and suc-
cess.
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HONORING UNITED NATIONS
INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE
ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DIS-
CRIMINATION

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor the United Nations International Day for
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. As the
world celebrates this day, we must reflect and
take action against the existing discrimination
and hate within our borders. Since the terrorist
attacks on September 11th, thousands of as-
saults have been reported across the country
on people of South Asian, Arab, Muslim, Sikh,
and Jewish backgrounds. By October 11th,
the Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee had
already collected more than 700 reports of
hate crimes in the month following September
11th. People have been physically and ver-
bally attacked, others shot and killed, temples
were firebombed, and houses were vandal-
ized. Innocent Americans, touched by the dev-
astation of September 11th like the rest of us,
must not be singled out for hate just because
of their skin color or religious beliefs.

We in Congress condemn this hate and vio-
lence. But we must do more. It is time to take
the next step and strengthen our current laws
to protect victims who are chosen because of
their gender, sexual orientation, race, religion,
or disability. It is our duty. It is especially im-
portant that our children learn that hate crimes
will not be tolerated. This is why we must pass
H.R. 1343, The Local Law Enforcement Hate
Crimes Prevention Act of 2001, which would
elevate the status of hate crimes within federal
law and ensure that state governments and
local police have the tools needed to fight and
prosecute these crimes. This bill would not
take away the ability of state and local authori-
ties to continue prosecuting most hate crimes.
It would allow federal officials to assist over-
stretched states and local officials investigate
and prosecute these crimes. It would also pro-
vide states and localities with grants designed
to combat hate crimes committed by juveniles.

Sadly, the prevalence of hate crimes goes
beyond the backlash from September 11th.
The Southern Poverty Law Center estimates
that last year alone, over 50,000 hate crimes
took place. In the summer of 1999, the Mid-
west, including my district in Illinois, was
rocked by the killing spree of Benjamin Na-
thaniel Smith. A follower of the World Church
of the Creator, Benjamin Smith killed Ricky
Byrdsong, an outstanding role model in the
community and a constituent, and Won Joon
Yoon, a student at Indiana University. The
Jewish Community in my district was also as-
saulted on the Sabbath with rounds of gunfire.

The weekend after the September 11th at-
tacks, I marched in solidarity with the South
Asian, Arab, Muslim, Sikh, and Jewish com-

munities to stand against the terrorist attacks
and the attacks on the community. I saw not
only overwhelming sadness, but the fear of vi-
olence on the faces of those walking with me.
Members of my community and the district
that I represent were afraid to send their chil-
dren to school. They did not want to leave
their homes even to go grocery shopping. But
I also saw the commitment from community
members to combat bigotry and racism.

Those who commit hate crimes perpetuate
the sense of terror in our communities and un-
dermine the ideals of our nation. This is why
it is so important that hate crimes be recog-
nized for what they are and punished accord-
ingly. These crimes not only devastate victims
and their family and friends, but they dev-
astate the community to which the victim be-
longs. This community becomes stricken with
grief as well as the fear that they could be
next. The violence inflicted on those based
solely on skin color or religion violates the
very essence of what our nation is about. Our
country represents tolerance and acceptance.
We must pass the Local Law Enforcement
Hate Crimes Prevention Act. I am proud to
represent one of the most diverse districts in
the nation and I will work to protect and honor
the civil rights of all our people, without any
exceptions.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE MEDICARE
AND MEDICAID NURSING FACIL-
ITY QUALITY IMPROVEMENT
ACT OF 2002

HON. DAVE CAMP
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, today I introduce
the Medicare and Medicaid Nursing Facility
Quality Improvement Act of 2002.

This session, legislation has been intro-
duced on numerous important long term care
issues ranging from criminal background
checks for nursing home staff to additional
funding for the Medicaid program that provides
the lion’s share of financing for long term care.
A variety of other financing and regulatory pro-
posals have been introduced or are being dis-
cussed. This gives us an important opportunity
to discuss a broad range of options intended
to improve the quality of care provided to resi-
dents in long term care facilities. Today, I am
introducing legislation that would improve the
quality of care in our nations nursing homes
where thousands of our most frail and elderly
seniors live. It is my hope that these provi-
sions perhaps combined with other valuable
proposals can be enacted into law.

My legislation will provide incentives for the
best facilities to improve and give facilities ex-
periencing quality of care issues additional op-
portunities provide better care for residents. I
believe the changes will also focus regulatory
efforts on improving outcomes, fostering inno-
vation and ensuring that the federal and state
oversight system is more fair and accurate, to
the benefit of residents and providers alike.
This legislation would:

Alleviate the shortage of well-trained staff.
The legislation would restore the ability of
more facilities to train nurses aides in order to
help hundreds of facilities in Michigan as well
as many others across the nation respond

more effectively to the shortage of long term
care workers and to the needs of their resi-
dents. Unfortunately, current law prevents
nursing facilities from training nurses aides on
site for a full two years after the original prob-
lem that led to the prohibition on training is
remedied. This penalty is highly counter-
productive. It does not serve the interests of
residents and hinders rather than enhances
the provision of quality care.

Flexibility and Innovation. The legislation
would allow for an eight state survey and cer-
tification waiver demonstration program so
states can adopt innovative regulatory process
for nursing homes that focus on improving
resident outcomes. Sates should work to-
gether with consumers, providers, labor rep-
resentatives and other involved parties to craft
innovative systems that can improve the qual-
ity of care. For example in the state of Wash-
ington there is broad support among all key
stakeholders for such a waiver, and I believe
other states would come forward with valuable
waiver applications if such a process were
available. In addition, states would be given
some narrow additional discretion to work
within the current enforcement process to
avoid any unintended consequences of current
law which could harm resident quality of life.

Establish incentives and additional opportu-
nities for technical assistance to help all facili-
ties improve the quality of care. The legislation
would establish a range of incentives to en-
courage nursing homes that are providing the
best possible care to exceed their already high
standards, while facilitating the provision of
technical assistance and advice on best prac-
tices to facilities that need to improve care for
residents. Such measures will help both good
facilities to implement even more effective
care practices and assist those that face chal-
lenges in their efforts to provide excellent
services. Current law provides many penalties
to deter and punish those who provide low
quality care but strangely absent are incen-
tives for the overwhelming majority of respon-
sible nursing facilities to improve the quality of
care.

Insure fair and accurate survey results.
Residents, families and health care providers
are best served if all disputes concerning sur-
veys of long term care facilities can be re-
solved quickly and cost-effectively through an
independent review process. In fact, in my
home state of Michigan providers and regu-
lators are able to resolve many disputes
through an independent dispute resolution
process. Unfortunately, in many states the
process is not independent enough of the
state regulatory agency to provide for fair and
impartial review. Our independent process in
Michigan, as well as the independent systems
in several other states can offer many lessons
for the nation. Michigan also believes addi-
tional steps are needed to insure that all cita-
tions, even those that do not result in the im-
mediate imposition of a penalty, can be sub-
ject to an appeal. Basic fairness and the prin-
ciples of due process require us to allow nurs-
ing facilities to appeal all publicly reported de-
ficiencies.

Ensure proper medical care. The legislation
would prevent government inspectors from
overturning the orders of patient’s own physi-
cians. Inspectors are charged with evaluating
the medical condition of nursing home patients
and for making sure nursing facilities provide
the best possible care. However some inspec-
tors, even though they are not physicians,
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